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SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE UNVEILS NEW “GREEN” 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

 

New SUNY Chancellor, Elected Officials and Business Leaders Join the Celebration 
 
Brentwood, NY  - On Wednesday, September 2, 2009, Suffolk County Community College 

celebrated the grand opening of their new Workforce Development and Technology Center 

located on the Michael J. Grant Campus in Brentwood.  

 

The 18,000 square-foot building has been designed to meet “Gold” LEED certification. Created 

by the U.S. Green Building Council, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), 

sets construction standards for energy efficiency, sparing water usage, and other healthful and 

nonpolluting attributes. LEED certification is only awarded to the top 25 percent of 

environmentally responsible buildings. The construction of the new Workforce Development and 

Technology Center has been made possible through funding from Suffolk County and New York 

State. 

 

The Workforce Development and Technology Center will include state-of-the-art laboratories, 

classrooms and office space. The laboratories will be dedicated for use with Heating, Ventilation, 

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVAC/R) and a new Manufacturing Technology associate’s 

degree (A.A.S.) program. Equipment specific training for welding and machining will also occur 

under a federal grant called TEAM (Technical Education in Advanced Manufacturing) and a 

variety of renewable energy programs will also be offered in the building – including solar, 

geothermal and weatherization training. 

 

Speaking at the event, Interim President George Gatta, Jr. described the impact that the new 

building will have in meeting regional workforce skills gaps and providing opportunities for 

Long Islanders. “In addition to creating a state-of-the-art environmentally conscious facility, we 

are offering environmentally conscious programs,” said George Gatta, Jr., interim president of 

Suffolk County Community College. “Students within this building will receive an advanced, 

high quality education and will be prepared to provide direct and immediate support to regional 

businesses in need.” 

 

The HVAC/R program will allow students to be trained in today’s newest, most energy-efficient 

technologies and will also provide regional HVAC/R workers the opportunity to upgrade and 

enhance their skills. On Long Island, there is a growing demand for HVAC/R workers and, in 

fact, many students in the program are gaining employment before they even complete the 

training.  



 

SCCC’s new Manufacturing Technology program will afford graduates opportunities for 

employment in industries that include precision metalwork, computer numeric control (CNC), 

machining, computer-aided design (CAD), computer-aided manufacturing (CAM), and quality 

control and lean manufacturing. “We have active, hands-on training,” says Dr. Randolph 

Manning, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at SCCC’s Michael J. Grant Campus in 

Brentwood. “It’s what sets us apart.”  

Through a partnership with the Oil Heat Comfort Corporation (OHCC), the Workforce 

Development and Technology Building will also be utilized by incumbent oil technicians and 

HVAC/R professionals to provide continuing education about today’s latest energy-efficient 

technologies and practices. In all, the new building will house more than 120 credit and non-

credit Suffolk students and more than 300 students through the OHCC partnership. 

 

The grand opening celebration included Dr. Nancy L. Zimpher, Chancellor of the State 

University of New York (SUNY) system, and a broad spectrum of elected officials and regional 

business leaders. Chancellor Zimpher’s visit to SCCC is part of her tour of all 64 SUNY 

campuses, which is the first step in the creation a strategic plan for the SUNY system. 

 

 

 
 

 

Photo Caption: SUNY Chancellor Dr. Nancy L. Zimpher,  SCCC Interim President, 

George Gatta, Jr., elected county officials, business leaders and college administrators 

attended a ribbon-cutting ceremony for SCCC’s new “green” Workforce Development and 

Technology Center at the Michael J. Grant Campus in Brentwood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Suffolk County Community College 

 

Suffolk County Community College (SCCC) is the largest community college in the State 

University of New York (SUNY) system, enrolling more than 23,000 students at its three 

campuses in Selden, Brentwood and Riverhead. SCCC offers the Associate in Arts (A.A.), 

Associate in Science (A.S.), and Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) degrees, as well as a 

variety of certificate programs. Offering the lowest college tuition on Long Island, a highly 

respected Honors program, extensive extracurricular activities, championship athletic teams, and 

numerous unified transfer programs, SCCC is a first-choice college for Long Island students. 

Visit us online at sunysuffolk.edu. 
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